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"Interest gleamed in every eye; it was no wonder that
the group was eager to behold such a phenomenon. Half
reluctantly, I asked for a quiet room and two new woollen
blankets.
" 'The master will materialize from the ether,' I said.
'Remain silently outside the door; I shall soon call you.'
"I sank into the meditative state, humbly summoning
my guru. The darkened room became filled with a dim,
soothing glow, from which the luminous figure of Babaji
gradually emerged.
" 'Lahiri, do you call me for a trifle?' The master's gaze
was stern. Truth is for earnest seekers, not for those of
idle curiosity. It is easy to believe when one sees; there
is nothing then to deny. Supersensual truth is deserved
and discovered by those who overcome their natural
materialistic scepticism.' He added gravely, 'Let me go!'
"I fell entreatingly at his feet. 'Holy guru, I realise
my serious error; I humbly ask pardon. It was to create
faith in these spiritually blinded minds that I ventured to
call you. Because you have graciously appeared at my
prayer, please do not depart without bestowing a blessing
on my friends. Unbelievers though they be, at least they
were willing to investigate the truth of my strange
assertions.'
" 'Very well, I will stay a while. I do not wish your
word discredited before your friends.* Babaji's face had
softened, but he added gently, 'Henceforth, my son, I shall
come whenever you need me; not always when you call
me/*
"Tense silence reigned in the little group when I opened
the door. As if mistrusting their senses, my friends stared
at the lustrous figure on the blanket seat.
" 'This is mass hypnotism!' One man laughed blatantly.
*No one could possibly have entered this room without
our knowledge!'
* In the path to the Infinite, even illumined masters like Lahiri
Mahasaya may suffer from an excess of zeal, and be subject
to discipline. In the Bhagavad-Gita we read many passages
where the divine guru Krishna gives chastisement to the prince of
ucvotees, Arjuna.